Fredonia Presbyterian Church Policy on Immigration Enforcement and Access
Purpose
This policy exists to prepare our congregation to respond calmly, lawfully, and pastorally to any contact with law enforcement or immigration authorities (including ICE), while protecting the safety, privacy, and dignity of all who gather here.
Guiding Principles
· We are a welcoming, pastoral community.
· We comply with the law, which may/may not mean doing what an ICE official asks.
· We protect privacy, confidentiality, and appropriate boundaries.
· We act with clarity, not fear.
Public and Private Spaces
· Public areas include spaces open to the general public during normal activities (e.g., sanctuary during worship, fellowship hall during public events like Fred Basket).
· Private areas include offices, classrooms, basement, storage areas, and other non-public spaces.
· Law enforcement may enter public areas without permission.
· Law enforcement may enter private areas only with a judicial warrant signed by a judge.
Designated Church Contacts
Only the following individuals are authorized to speak with law enforcement on behalf of the church:
· Pastor
· Clerk of Session
· Designated Administrator or Designated Fred Basket Representative
All other staff, volunteers, and members should politely refer officers to a designated contact.
Suggested response:
“I’m not authorized to speak for the church. Let me contact our pastor/administrator for you.”
Warrants and Documentation
· A judicial warrant is signed by a judge or magistrate and names specific areas or individuals.
· Administrative warrants or notices from ICE do not grant access to private areas.
· Many ICE officials have pretended to have judicial warrants. 
· Response upon claim they have a warrant: “Is this a judicial warrant signed by a judge?”
· A designated leader can say: “Thank you. I just need a moment to look at this.” Then quietly check:
· Is it signed by a judge or magistrate?
· Does it list a specific person or area?
· Is it from a court, not just an agency?
· If it’s an administrative ICE warrant
· “Thank you for showing me this. Our policy allows access to private areas only with a judicial warrant. You’re welcome to remain in public spaces.”
· During this time, we may help our congregants or clients, regardless of suspected immigration status to private spaces, preferably the basement, kid’s classroom, Ellen’s office if you know the code, or the Pastor’s library which is located next to the pastor’s office. 
Privacy and Confidentiality of Congregants and Clients
· The church does not ask about or record immigration status.
· Membership, attendance lists, and pastoral records are confidential.
· Information will only be shared if legally required by subpoena or court order.
Staff and Volunteer Expectations
Staff and volunteers should:
· Remain calm and respectful.
· Not provide information, consent, or access beyond public areas.
· Not interfere with law enforcement activity.
· Immediately notify a designated church contact.
Communications
· No one should make public statements or social media posts about any law enforcement interaction without session approval (as it pertains to an incident at our church).
· Congregational communication will be handled pastorally and accurately by church leadership.
Review and Approval
This policy is reviewed periodically by Session and may be updated as legal guidance changes.
Adopted by Session on: __________

"But Boaz answered her, ‘All that you have done for your mother-in-law ... how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. May the Lord reward you for your deeds, and may you have a full reward from the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge!’” Ruth 2:11–12

