If Law Enforcement or ICE Comes to Church: A Quick Guide for Volunteers & Members
This guide is about staying calm, respectful, and within the law.
First Things First
· Stay calm and polite.
· Do not panic or speculate.
· Do not post on social media.
· You are not expected to handle this alone.
What You Should Do
1. Do not answer questions or offer information.
2. Do not give consent to enter offices, classrooms, or other private spaces. ICE is not allowed to enter “private spaces”. 
3. Contact the designated church leader & Legal Council immediately (Pastor, Clerk of Session, or designated representative, see end of doc for Legal Council)
Simple phrase you can use:
“I’m not authorized to speak for the church. Let me contact our pastor/administrator.”
Public vs. Private Spaces
· Public spaces: sanctuary during worship, fellowship hall during food pantry or events.
· Private spaces: offices, classrooms, storage areas, basement, sacristy, (library as a last resort)
Law enforcement may enter public spaces. Access to private spaces requires a judicial warrant signed by a judge.
If You Are Asked About a Warrant
You may politely say: “May I please see the warrant?” Or “Is this a judicial warrant signed by a judge?” NOTE: ICE has a known tactic of presenting an Administrative Warrant, which is not signed by a judge or magistrate and means next to nothing. 
If you are not a designated leader: “I’m not authorized to review documents. Let me contact our pastor/administrator.”
What a Judicial Warrant Is
· Signed by a judge or magistrate
· Names a specific person or location
· Issued by a court
An administrative ICE warrant does not allow access to private church spaces.
What NOT to Do
· Do not argue or interfere.
· Do not say the church is a “sanctuary.” The memo about sanctuary churches has been rescinded by the government
· Do not block entrances or exits.
· Do not guess, speculate, or explain church policy beyond the script.
Our Church Commitments
· We are a welcoming and pastoral community.
· We respect the law.
· We protect privacy and confidentiality.
· We rely on clear leadership and calm responses.
Questions or Concerns?
Contact:
· Legal Council: 
· Pastor: The Rev. Holly Clark-Porter, 302-530-3221
· Clerk of Session: Mx. Rey Spangler, 217-710-1624
· Representative (to be filled daily when food pantry or church is in session without the pastor or the Clerk): ________________________


Approved by Session on: __________

"But Boaz answered her, ‘All that you have done for your mother-in-law ... how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know before. May the Lord reward you for your deeds, and may you have a full reward from the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge!’” Ruth 2:11–12
