
 
 
 
 
 

Fredonia Presbyterian Church 
November 30, 2025 
1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Zechariah and the Angel by Hannah Garrity, A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
Inspired by Luke 1:5-13, 32”x20” Paper lace & graphite drawing, backed with cyanotype print 
 
 

Prepare for Worship 
Welcome to worship, where God gathers us in the name of love. At FPC, we hope to be 
challenged by Scripture, comforted by community, and energized by service. If you’re new 
here or it’s been a while, we’re glad you walked in today. For more, check out the bulletin 
insert.  All people—toddlers and teenagers, Gen Xers and Boomers, LGBTQIA+ folx, 
conservatives and progressives, and those with disabilities or differing mental health 
journeys—are cherished and affirmed here. 

Gather 
 
Prelude                                         - Susan Kriz 
 

Chiming of the Hour 
Use this moment of silence to gather your heart and mind as we prepare for worship. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                  
 
CHORAL INTROIT         While We Are Waiting, Come                 - The Choir 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE      - Kenna Thompson  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP           - Liturgist, Zoe Milliman 
One: On Sundays and Mondays, 
All:   on good days and bad days, 
One: early in the morning and very late at night, 
All:   here in this room, and out in the world, 
One: God, we long for you to break in. 
All:   Meet us in this space. 
One: Surprise us with your presence. 
All:   Fill this room with your good news. 
One: With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray.  
 
*HYMN NO. 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanual, vs 1-4 
 
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING                                                                                 
In lieu of passing the plates, please use this time to consider your gift to the church. 
  
UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION       
Holy One, in every season of fear, you draw near. When we call from 
the deep places, you hear us—just as you heard your servant 
Zechariah and filled his silence with a promise of new life. 
Let our offering be a sign of trust that you are still coming close, still 
whispering “Do not be afraid,” still bringing light into all the 
shadowed corners. In this Advent season, use what we give to open 
the way for hope—for us, for our neighbors, and for all creation. We 
dedicate these gifts to your saving, arriving love. Amen. 
 
HYMN NO. 606 DOXOLOGY                              
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here 
below; praise God above, ye heaven-ly host; *praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.  Amen.        *Or Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost 
 

 
Call to Confession and Silent Confession                                                           
(You are invited to share your wrongdoings and sorrows with God).  

Catch up with one 
another as you come 
in! When the chiming 
of the hour sounds, 
please keep the 
silence as we prepare 
for worship. 

 

Reformed worship 
centers around the 
Word, both the Word 
of scripture and Christ 
as the Word 
incarnate. Worship, 
then, is our 
communal and 
individual response to 
the Word.  

 

Bold text is read by 
the congregation in 
one voice.  

 

*Please rise in body 
or in spirit. 

 

Confession isn’t to 
prove you’re pious. 
It’s to help rebuild 
connections between 
you and God, you and 
yourself, you and 
others, and us and 
the world.  

 

 



UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                      
Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your 
presence in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos and 
suffering of this world.  However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still 
long enough to feel you in our midst.  
Forgive our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, 
and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of 
Herod, even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
      One:  May all God’s people say,   
      All:    Amen 

 

SUNG RESPONSE TO THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
      Hymn No. 90 Wait for the Lord 
 Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  
 Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart. (repeats)  
 
 

Word 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 
HEBREW TEXT: Lamentations 3:55-57 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM   Advent Legend     - Lee Wagner 
 

 
MOMENT WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  
Children 3-12 are invited to attend Fred Kids! a time for faith-formation and fun. 
   
FOOD ROUND UP  Hymn No. 188 Jesus Loves Me 
  
GOSPEL: LUKE 1:5-13  
      One: The Word of the Lord                                                                                     
      All:  Thanks be to God 
 
SERMON        
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION                                       - Susan Kriz 
   

Engage 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Scripture: Our pastor 
(usually) follows the 
Revised Common 
Lectionary, an 
ecumenical, Biblical 
reading program. This 
helps the Holy Spirit 
move into places we 
might otherwise miss.  

Our Choir: Anyone can 
join the choir. They 
practice Sunday 
mornings at 9:30. Just 
show up! 

The Lord’s Prayer: We 
use “debts and 
debtors” in the Lord’s 
Prayer. If you’re more 
comfortable with the 
“trespass” language, 
please use it. Or if this 
prayer is meaningful 
to you in a different 
language, pray it that 
way. We all get to 
“Amen” together. 

Communion: Served 
on 1st Sundays. 
Anyone, regardless of 
age or membership, is 
invited to partake. We 
use non-
alcoholic grape juice. 
Gluten free bread is 
available with its own 
cup. If you're nervous, 
just ask someone. You 
can't mess this up 
(although sometimes, 
we do make a mess 
and that's okay too!) 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        from A Sanctified Art  
We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars. We have 
seen the longest night, and still we believe. We believe in a with-us 
God. We believe in the hope of tomorrow. We believe that good news 
is louder than fear.  
We believe this good news is for all people. So even when our knees 
shake, even when our voice trembles, even when fear is all around us, 
we will hold onto that good news. We will reach for each other.  
We will look for God in our midst. We will sing songs of joy. We will 
proclaim: Unto us, love is born. We have seen the longest night, and 
we have seen unimaginable love. So still, we believe. With the God-
Head, the Christ Child, and the Holy Imagination, amen. 
 
*HYMN INSERT:  In the Time of Herod  
 
*Charge & Benediction  
*Share the Peace of Christ 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, May the love of God  
surround you everywhere, everywhere you may go.  

 
Worship Leaders 
Pastor, The Rev. Holly Clark-Porter 
Parish Associate, The Rev. Zoe  

Milliman 
Director of Music, Lily Li  
Guest Pianist, Susan Kriz 
Childcare Staff: Reece Lehnen 
Liturgist, Zoe Milliman 
Fred Kids teachers, Katie Sanders 

 

Fredonia Presbyterian Church 
219 Central Ave., Fredonia, NY 14063 

www.fredoniapres.org 
       716-679-1501 

Offering: Giving does 
not buy you God’s 
love—that is free. 
Giving simply helps 
keep our heat on, 
our ministries going, 
and our staff, paid.  

An offering plate is 
found at the front of 
the sanctuary. You 
may also mail or 
PayPal a donation. 

 

We affirm our faith 
together because as 
diverse as we are, as 
differently as we 
vote, as many 
interests as we have, 
we have these 
beliefs that we 
share.  

 

Benediction is a 
fancy word for 
blessing. 

 
 
 
 
Worship Notes 
Some of today’s 
liturgy is used with 
permission from  
A Sanctified Art 
Music is printed and 
recorded under the 
CCLI #CSPL121737 & 
11497292 
 

Clerk of Session, Rey Spangler 
Session: Janine Scaccia, Ned Divine 
      Carol Calarco, Cori Coia 
       Trish Lehnen, Rey Spangler  
Admin. Response Team: Carol Calarco                     
Ned Divine, Rey Spangler 

Deacons of the Month for November    
Jennifer O’Boyle and Sandy Johnson 

ALL ARE WELCOME to a time of fellowship from 11:30-
12:15 after the service today in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please let the deacon of the month know if you would like 
to bring in refreshments for any future Sunday.  
Store bought cookies are always a hit. 
 

The prayer list and printed announcements can be found at 
fredoniapres.org/spirituality or there are printed copies in the 
narthex.  

Give a Secure 
Donation using 
PayPal.  

Use the drop down 
to give to a certain 
fund. 

 


