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From Our Pastor

“Praying 
 
It doesn’t have to be 
the blue iris, it could be 
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few 
small stones; just 
pay attention, then patch 
 
a few words together and don’t try 
to make them elaborate, this isn’t 
a contest but the doorway 
 
into thanks, and a silence in which 
another voice may speak.” 

Mary Oliver wrote these words and they have been tugging at my heart this week. In our new yard 
(spilling over from Cindy and Tom's yard) are the new beginnings of hundreds of gorgeous blue irises. 
And while I love watching them open slowly, I am also loving the forget-me-nots and the daisy that are 
growing like weeds all over the place.  

I want to thank you each, with deep, heart-stuff gratitude! While it is my job to speak about difficult things 
and while it is my training to shape the world's ongoings with theology, I am a regular, ol' human being 
and the toll of our country's violence has certainly taken an effect on me. I know it has you, too.  

Some church people expect their pastor to not show emotion, ever. Worse, I have actually heard on 
several occasions, from personal and anecdotal experiences, that people would prefer their pastor to 
ignore what is going on in the world and just talk about Amos or the woman at the well or Luke or John. 
To me, this undercuts Jesus and the Gospel, as then it would simply be history lessons instead of living 
lessons for the here and now.  

But, you, you have been with me, like siblings in foxholes together. You have reached out to me and 
asked how you yourselves can apply the Gospel to the current chaos. You have been as distraught and 
seeking answers as I have.  

Better, you give me hope. You give me hope that the love of God, the light of Jesus, and the wholeness 
of the Holy Spirit are working miracles right now, constantly. You all make me want to shout from the 
rooftops about how important community is and how important one small gathering at a time can and 
does save people. Even when the wifi doesn't work, even when I feel like I've been too emotional, even 
when Communion gets spilled, I know and trust the goodness of Fredonia Presbyterian. Even in the 
weeds, we shine like a garden that is well-tended and beautifully loved, irises and dandelions alike.
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Images from Bing.  Photographs courtesy of Carol Groat, David Tiffany, and Holly Clark-Porter.

                        SMALL THINGS MAKE ...A  BIG DIFFERENCE 
  
The other day, I received a one sentence email that made me smile. Rev. Holly sent me a “Thank You” 
note for relighting the stove in the Fellowship Hall kitchen. It took me 5 minutes to pull out the stove from 
the wall, click on the reset button, and push the stove back in place. To me it was a small thing to do. But 
to Holly, it was “WOW, makes a huge difference.” In return, I sent her a reply thanking her for her thank 
you. Because to me, I felt appreciated and that is a big thing to anyone. 
  
In my classroom, I had a poster, “SMALL THINGS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE.”                  
It served as a reminder to my students to be aware of small acts of kindness that they can show to others 
and of those acts that are shown to them. We may not know how our actions, no matter how small, may 
affect others. 
  
During my prison ministry, I witnessed how small acts of unconditional love from outside the walls 
affected those behind the razor wire. Each member of the team was responsible for 15 dozens of 
homemade cookies to share with the inmates. I asked 15 people, from school and church, for 1 dozen 
cookies each. NO ONE made 1 dozen. Instead, they gave me 3-5 dozens each. One woman from our 
church, Marge Benton, used to bake 7 dozens. She would ask me, “Joe, is it cookie time?” The inmates 
could not believe that all the cookies were homemade. These cookies, baked with love, showed the 
inmates that they were appreciated as human beings. Another small act of love was the Prayer chain. I 
would ask people to pray for the inmates during the weekend retreat (Thurs-Sun). We would then write 
the name of each prayer person on a link of a paper chain and connected all of the names together. We 
hung the chains along the walls of the gym where we had the retreat and told the inmates that all of these 
hundreds of people (150+ feet long) were praying for them. A small thing that made a big difference in 
their hearts. 
  
Yesterday I was showing my neighbor that a corner brick had fallen from my brick wall.   To me it meant 
going to Home Depot, buying a tube of cement adhesive caulk and fixing the brick. Instead, he went 
home, brought back a tube that he had and in 5 minutes my brick was fixed. A small job for him, a big 
difference for me. 
  
Although we all can't be like Mother Teresa, ministering to the dying, we can follow her creed: “We cannot 
all do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” We  can send a card of encouragement to 
someone who is discouraged, visit someone who is ill, give a call to a faraway friend, bake cookies for a 
shut-in, or just say “Thank You” to someone to let them know that they are appreciated. If you give 
someone just a small smile, it might make a big difference in their day. Regardless of  how small you 
think an act may be, “Let all that you do, be done in love.” 

          by Joe Calarco
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

We’re at the 
Farmer’s 
Market 10-1

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Communion NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

We See 
Sunday

 Session Mtg. 
  6 PM

NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

Food Pantry 
10-12

We’re at the 
Farmer’s 
Market 10-1

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

26 27 28 29 30

Installation of 
Rev. Holly 
Clark-Porter!!!
time to be 
announced

NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

June 2022

Coming up:
July 12 at 7 PM, Dessert Fest and Cassadaga Band Concert, 3 items 
for $4, Desserts and workers will be needed.
August 27 from 9 AM to 1 PM, Yard Sale, Sunday, August 14 we may start 
bringing items to the library.  We do not sell clothing. Workers will be needed.
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Donations for the Food 
Pantry:  

Currently there is a need for: 
• Cereal 
• Pasta 
• Spaghetti Sauce 
• Peanut Butter and Jelly 
• Canned Fruits and Vegetables 
• Canned meats (ham) and fish (tuna) 
• Soup 
• Potatoes 

The Fredonia Presbyterian

Prayer List

Lori Fabritus 
Gina Waite Platt 
Donna Heintzman 
Josiah Robinette  
Dick Ackley 
Michelle Patterson 
Kim Ryczko 
Zachary Dloniak  
Milo Willie 

Dick Watt 
Caleb Kaus 
Judy Sumption 
Charles Divine 
Kim Thuman 
Jennifer Osborne-Coy  
Rena Finko 
Bill Johnson  
Rodney L. Dutton 

Susan Lauricella 
Scott Foley 
Amy Wroda 
Paula 
Ralph 
Joe Dolce  
Lorraine Withington 
Misty 
Vigo 
Sylvia 

Nancy Cuervo 
Deb Harris 
Dennis Spangler 
Sandy McBride 
Carmen 
Sharon Redfield 
Carrie Divine 
Adrianna Rodriguez 
Jim Kozlowski

June Birthdays

June Anniversaries

Please keep in your prayers our Local Partners in 
Ministry:  Narcotics Anonymous and Compeer 
Chautauqua. 

And our Global Partners in Ministry:  Friends of 
the Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan.

   4        Noah Voss 
   6        Erica Simoson 

19        Joe Calarco 
24        Jim Pepe 

26         Sandy Johnson 
27   Holly Clark-Porter 
 

   
18        David & Peggy Tiffany                     1966 
26        James & Susan Mintun                   1959 
27        Scott & Ellen Foley                        1987 
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Notes from the Session: 

The Zoom meeting was called to order and opened with prayer at 6 PM on May 19, 2022 by Rev. Holly. 

Members present: Sandy Johnson, Audrey Divine, Betsy White, Peggy Tiffany, Susan Pepe.   
          Janine Scaccia excused. 

• Rev. Holly Clark-Porter’s installation is scheduled for Sunday, June 26.  The time will probably be 
around 3 PM but is being coordinated with members of the Presbytery who are attending.  The 
installation will be followed by a pot-luck dinner in Fellowship Hall. 

• Deborah Davenport recently returned communion ware to the church that had been sold decades 
ago.  The accompanying letter, giving the communion ware’s history, will be officially recorded. 

• Rev. Holly recently attended the clergy retreat at the Chautauqua Institution. 
• Discussed what it would take to get the nursery up and running for the fall. 
• Rev. Holly has been cleaning out different areas of the church and working with Ellen to organize and 

streamline some of our record keeping.  Updates on our social media sites are ongoing. 
• Cindy Rechlin and Rev. Holly applied for a grant what would have included a rain barrel and fencing 

for the garden.  It was not approved. 
• Two new members will be joining the church on Sunday, May 22. 
• Equal Exchange prices have gone up.  Katie Tiffany redid the price list. 
• The Yard Sale date was set for August 27. 
• The Dessert Fest and Cassadaga Band concert is set for July 12.  We have been in contact with Jim 

Wilcox.  
• Fredonia’s United States Postal Service donated 893 pounds of food from their spring food drive to 

the Fredonia Food Pantry. 

Another example of small things making a big 
difference.  

Please keep recycling those HP, Canon, or 
Collins empty computer ink cartridges. 
The church receives between 50 cents and a 

dollar for each cartridge and it all adds up.  

Empties 4 Cash recently sent us $76 and that 
was all from one person who brought in their 
empty cartridges.  So, your recycled cartridge 
will earn the church some money and reduce 
plastic waste at the same time.  Win, Win!

You are cordially invited to the 
installation of  

Rev. Holly Clark-Porter  
as the teaching elder/pastor of  
Fredonia Presbyterian Church.  

Sunday, June 26th in the afternoon. 

A pot-luck dinner to follow.  

Please bring a dish to pass.
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Thank you to all in our community who continue to 
support The Fredonia Food Pantry through food and 

monetary donations.

Most recently the United States Postal Service 
(Fredonia’s Branch) donated everything they 

collected in their spring food drive to our food pantry. 
Two mail trucks were needed to deliver the food 

because a total of 893 pounds 
was added to our larder.

Thank you to folks who put food out for their carrier to 
pick up and thank you to the post office personnel 

who worked so hard to restock our shelves.


