
July 2022 1

The Fredonia 
Presbyterian

 
July 2022

Newsletter of the 
Fredonia 

Presbyterian 
Church

From Our Pastor

I was just telling Ellen that my birthday has been historically an iffy day. Several of my birthdays 
have been spent moving. My 18th, I was sick. My 35th, I got covid. My 21st, I was an intern in 
D.C. and I couldn’t stand my roommates, so I ventured out on my own and some strangers 
bought me a terrible drink. They were kind but it was not the martini in a fancy place with an 
excellent steak with someone I liked that I had always imagined for my 21st. 

As I write, it is two days before my birthday (June 27th). But, I already know that this will be a 
good birthday, because I feel so good, so settled, so happy. 

Even if I’m sick, even if I stub my toe, even if my phone breaks into a million pieces, it will be a 
good day because it’s gonna be a good year. And, I thank you for this gift. You are my birthday 
gift. You are the potluck I’ve so longed for. You are the Bison Dip that goes with everything I 
love. You are the gift. 

  ***** 
Now I write to you from Toronto, where our hotel has a mural outside that says, “You’ve 
Changed.” 

It’s just simple, big, blocky, white lettering, surrounded by a small lot of trees and other flora 
(and apparently raccoons—Toronto folk love raccoons). I imagine the sign talking to the trees. 
The trees that change for each season, but I also imagine the sign talking to the people—
perhaps for some, the sign is anxiety inducing, others maybe life-giving. Either way, each 
person or tree the sign talks to, it’s true—you’ve changed. 

And, what a gift for someone or some-sign to remind us of that truth, good or bad. Even when 
we don’t mean to change or want to change, we have. And, when we 
are trying to change but don’t see the progress but someone reminds 
us to look at all that has changed, it’s a gift. 
So, for my birthday, I’ve been given the gift of you all and the gift of 
change. And, I’m at peace. 
May change and peace be with you, too.  
           
Holly
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ONE DAY...less or more 
  
In June I celebrated my 77th birthday. While reading my Psalms daily devotional, I came across Psalm 
90:10, “Our lives last seventy years, if strong, eighty years. Even the best of them are struggles and 
sorrow; indeed they pass quickly and we fly away.” (Christian Standard Bible) 
  
My mother used to tell me that the older she became, the faster the years flew by. She passed at the 
age of 78. In the book of Job, we are told that “every man has been allotted a number of days here on 
earth.” (14:5). 
  
With each passing day, I must choose to live it either as one less day or one more day of my life. Again, 
I turn to Scripture, for guidance,  “So teach us to number our days that we may apply our 
hearts.” (Psalm 90:12). The song from “Les Miserable”  comes to mind: 
“Tomorrow we will discover what our God in Heaven has in store... 
   One more dawn/ One more day/ One day more” 
Thus, I approach every new dawn with the sense of new life. 
  
Carol and I participate in Koinonia, a Christian Weekend. One significant event of the weekend is the 
display of a beautiful painting created by a Koinonian. The scene is of a dark sky with a fiery ball just 
above the horizon, enveloped in shades of red and orange, either a  sunset...or a sunrise. 
Unfortunately, the artist suffered a heart attack on the weekend and passed before he said whether it 
was of a sunrise or a sunset. I would like to think that it is the beginning of a new day rather than the 
end of the day. A song from “Fiddler on the Roof” is appropriate: 
“Sunrise, sunset/ swiftly fly the years/ One season following another/ 
 laden with happiness and tears.” 
  
In my writing class, we were to write a Haiku poem. (5-7-5) 
                                      Sunrise or sunset? 
                              New beginning or day's end 
                                   Scarlet-gold sky streaks 
Every sunset here. Is a sunrise on the other side. 
  
Finally, I recall the old cliché which now has a personal meaning for me: “Live every day like it is your 
last.” Each morning I pray, “Thank you Lord for this day to live. 
This precious gift of life only You can give.” Another cliché is “with age, comes wisdom.” Well, I have the 
age, but I'm not so sure about the wisdom. I do know that I have become more appreciative for 
sunrises, and sunsets, and for every miraculous moment in between. I have decided to live my life with 
the attitude of gratitude that the Lord has blessed me with the opportunity to serve Him and to glorify 
Him, not with one day less, but one day more. Whether you are 7 or 77, live everyday for the Lord. 

         by Joe Calarco



It has been a long time since a meal was served in Fellowship 
Hall.  Sunday, June 26, was the first time in over two years 
that folks have been able to enjoy a pot luck dinner with 
friends (and new acquaintances) in our church.  It felt good!. 

Just being together again was reason to celebrate but the real 
celebration was the installation of Rev. Holly Clark-Porter as 
the new teaching elder/pastor of Fredonia Presbyterian 
Church.  

The Presbytery and our congregation were both well 
represented at the moving, exciting service.  Lily and our 
choir’s outstanding music was enhanced by Alex Holbrook 
and Jackson Spangler’s violins, Wes 
Bossman’s bagpipe, Nicole Zenns’s 
flute, and solos the Rev. Robert Hagel 
and The Rev. Dr. Wylie Hughes  
incorporated into the message.

Welcome Rev. Holly Clark-Porter 
to 

Fredonia Presbyterian Church!
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Did you know that Susan and Wayne Royal joined their kids in Switzerland?


Wayne and I were so fortunate and thrilled to have a family reunion in Switzerland! We flew to Zurich 
and then met our daughter there, who had flown in from Los Angeles, and our son and his fiance, who 
had flown in from New York City. We explored Zurich and then headed to the mountains for five days! 
After one dreary day, the sky cleared up and we managed to get to the top of two amazing 
mountaintops, the Jungfrau and the Schilthorne in glorious sunshine. The views were magnificent and 
the hikes were sublime. After more breathtaking gondola, tram and train rides, we all flew back to our 

respective cities from Geneva, feeling so grateful to have had such an epic trip!      
                               (continued on page 4)

   Over the Tea Cups
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              Over the Tea Cups 
You may or may not know that Janine Scaccia recently spent six weeks out of the 
country.


Some highlights of 6 weeks touring Iceland & the UK: 
Jet Blue cancelled our flight before we had even left, necessitating a drive to Rochester airport for a 
flight to Boston. 
Saga Class on Icelandair. Bose noise cancelling head phones, huge seats with a lot of legroom, 
champagne, fabulous meals, free drinks & snacks, pillows, blankets, chocolates, & a most 
enjoyable flight. 
Scenery in Iceland is very different. Took a northerly trip around the ring with our rental car. FYI…
The red roads on the map are NOT 4 lane highways, but are sharp volcanic rocky roads that will 
slash your tires, and are illegal to drive on without a particular SUV. 
Flew into London Gatwick, picked up our rental car, & spent time with some of our relatives in the 
Devon area (the English Riviera).  
On to Wales where we hired & motored our canal boat for the week to cruise the Chirk to 
Llangollen canal including the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct (Google this). I may have conquered my 
fear of heights on this! 
At the end of our canal boat week, we drove on to Manchester where we met some relatives for 
the first time. We also went to St John’s Church & cemetery in Pendlebury where our ancestors 
were baptized, married,& buried. A plaque on the wall notes my grandmother’s brother’s death in 
WW1. 
On the Queen’s Jubilee Weekend, we drove through the gates of Balmoral Castle, & had a private 
tour of the grounds of the estate. Impressed with the conservation efforts Prince Charles is trying 
in the countryside. 
We continued on north to Scotland & ended up at the northernmost point, John O’Groats, where 
we took a wonderful boat trip to see seals, Puffins & other birds, and fabulous scenery. We were 
lucky enough to drive the Applecross Pass, a single lane, tortuous mountain road in the highlands, 
with indescribable vistas. 
Hop on, hop off buses in London gave us plenty of city information & allowed us to visit the things 
we wanted to spend time at. Churchill’sWar Rooms, Harrod’s, Buckingham Palace. We rode the 
London Eye. What a view! 
We returned to Iceland to drive the southern part of the ring & saw many of the steam features, & 
unbelievable scenery. 
Just a wonderful adventure…


The Spanglers will soon be on the road again.


Susan, Rey, and Jackson Spangler will not be in church for a while.  Taking advantage of Susan’s 
sabbatical they will be doing a little traveling in this country before they head to Europe for about a 
year.  Yes, you heard right.  They will be gone for a year.  Their house is rented, their bags are 
packed.  We will miss them but it will be the adventure of a lifetime.
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       MISSION YARD SALE  
August 27th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

August 14 is the day we’ve been waiting for… the day we can begin 
to move items for the yard sale into the library at church.  Hey, 
somebody else might be able to use that waffle iron I’ve never used!!!  
Now is the time to get rid of it. 

The yard sale is the primary source of funding for the Mission 
Committee.  Every penny of revenue collected goes to help support   

       local charities. 

Of course, this money does not get raised unless there are people able to help set up 
Fellowship Hall and work the day of the sale.   

This year we are trying something different.  In an effort to streamline the work that goes 
into the sale, we are going to sort things by price.  For example, everything on a table 
would be the same price.  If a table is marked $1.00 everything on it would be $1.00.  
The table might hold a wall hanging, a tea pot, a dog leash, and a back pack.  
Everything on it is the same price.  If we don’t think it works, we don’t ever have to do it 
again. 

We’re hoping pricing like this will be easier. People will be needed to unpack the library 
and stage Fellowship Hall during the week before the sale and, of course, work the day 
of the sale. We hope you will be able to sign up to help work sometime the week of the 
sale. 

The Fredonia Presbyterian

Sympathy is extended to The Rechlin/Gordon family on the death of Cindy’s mother, 
Gloria Evans, on June 15.  Cards may be sent to 

Cindy Rechlin 
97 Water St. 

Fredonia, NY 14063

New Volunteers 

If you see a couple of new faces around the church during the week say, “Hi”!  It is probably 
Victoria and her life coach, Barb, from People, Inc.  Already the women have tackled jobs such 
as turning the storage closet off the office hallway into “The Food Pantry” and restocking the 
racks on the backs of the pews in the sanctuary.  We welcome them and thank them for their 
service.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

We’re at the 
Farmer’s 
Market 10-1

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Communion NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Dessert Fest 
and 
Cassadaga 
Band Concert 
5:30 PM

NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

Food Pantry 
10-12

We’re at the 
Farmer’s 
Market 10-1

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

We See 
Sunday

Session Mtg. 
  6 PM 

NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

24                     25                     26                     27                     28                                        29                     30

NA Fellowship 
Hall 8 PM

                    31

July 2022

Will you be able to make a dessert for the Dessert Fest on July 12?  Will you be able to 
help out at the Dessert Fest?  If so please sign up outside Holly’s office.
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Donations for the Food 
Pantry:  

Currently there is a need for: 
• Cereal 
• Pasta 
• Spaghetti Sauce 
• Peanut Butter and Jelly 
• Canned Fruits and Vegetables 
• Canned meats (ham) and fish (tuna) 
• Soup 
• Potatoes 

The Fredonia Presbyterian

Prayer List

Lori Fabritus 
Gina Waite Platt 
Donna Heintzman 
Josiah Robinette  
Dick Ackley 
Michelle Patterson 
Kim Ryczko 
Zachary Dloniak  
Dick Watt 
Caleb Kaus 
Judy Sumption 
Charles Divine 

Kim Thuman 
Jennifer Osborne-Coy  
Rena Finko 
Susan Lauricella 
Scott Foley 
Amy Wroda 
Paula 
Ralph 
Joe Dolce  
Lorraine Withington 
Vigo 
Nancy Cuervo 

Deb Harris 
Sandy McBride 
Carmen 
Carrie Divine 
Adrianna Rodriguez 
Carrie Divine 
Susie Harris 
Linnie 
Katie Tiffany 
Steven 
Jordan Mendyk 
Shane Cole 
Sandy Johnson & family

July Birthdays

July Anniversaries

Please keep in your prayers our Local Partners in 
Ministry:  Narcotics Anonymous and Compeer 
Chautauqua. 

And our Global Partners in Ministry:  Friends of 
the Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan.

  5        Jeff McMinn 
  7        Beverly Styborski  
  9        Susan Spangler  
13        Tammy McCool 
14        Carol Calarco 
18        Frank Valente  
21        Susan Royal  
22        Marge Benton 
            Braxton Kristan  
31        Rickey Miller  

  1        Audrey Kowmas & Denise Widmer    2015 
  
  3        Charles & Carrie Divine                     1959 

27        Vince & Ellen Vacanti                         1974 
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Fredonia Presbyterian Church
219 Central Avenue
Fredonia, NY  14063

Do you ever long for those old lazy, hazy days of summer?  
Those old fashioned summer days?  

A band concert in the park?  
Dessert on the back porch?

If so, you won’t want to miss the
Dessert Fest and Cassadaga Band Concert

July 12 at 5:30 PM (note the new time)
3 dessert samples for $4
Bring your own lawn chair 


